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TAGS: SREF 

SUBJECT: VIETNAMESE AND CAMBODIAN REPATRIATES DESIRING TO 
TRAVEL TO LAOS 

REF: PENDLETON 227 

FOR SENIOR CIVIL COORDINATORS 

1. WE UNDERSTAND SEVERAL VIETNAMESE WHO SEEK REPATRIATION 
ARE MAKING ARRANGEMENTS WITH LAOTIAN EMBASSY IN WASHINGTON 
TO OBTAIN LAO TRANSIT VISAS. TWO FORMER ARVN OFFICERS AT 
PENDLETON HAVE ALREADY OBTAINED COMMITMENT SUCH VISAS. 
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2. ANY VIETNAMESE ATTEMPTING REPATRIATION BY THIS MEANS 
SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED TO MEET WITH UNHCR REPRESENTATIVES. 

UNHCR OFFICE IN NEW YORK INFORMS US THAT IT CANNOT GUARANTEE 
REPATRIATION TO THOSE REACHING LAOS. 

3. NO US GOVERNMENT FUNDS WILL BE AUTHORIZED FOR THE TRAVEL 
OF VIETNAMESE OR CAMBODIAN TO LAOS SINCE REPATRIATION IS 

A RESPONSIBILITY OF UNHCR WHICH HAS AT PRESENT NO PROCE- 
DURES FOR REPATRIATION THRU LAOS. SISCO 
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